MUST-HAVE ITEMS FOR TEXANS by Bruce Strauch (Retired, The Citadel)
Should you dine at a Whataburger in Texas you might very well join the craze of pilfering a "table tent" -an A-frame bit of plastic with your order number on it.
Lucky numbers, birthday or anniversary digits, athletic jersey numerals -all are popular motivators. And for the hard-core, the complete 1-thru-96.
See -Erin Ailworth, "When Whataburger Asks Texans to Take a Number, They Oblige," The Wall Street Journal, July 15-16, 2017, p. A1.
REINVENTING JANE AUSTEN AS A RADICAL by Bruce Strauch (Retired, The Citadel)
It would seem that everyone knows that Jane Austen dealt not with social ills like the later Dickens but with "individual failings: vanity, greed, pride, selfishness, arrogance, folly." But that ill satisfies academe which must now shoehorn her into their jargon. She is being described as an "angry subversive," at war with the "commodification of women." And of course slavery, sexual abuse (where exactly?), land enclosure (of all preposterous things), imperialism. And blah-blah.
And we see why the English major is dying. See -Robert Garnett, "The Pride and Prejudice of 21st-Century Literary Critics," The Wall Street Journal, July 15-16, 2017, p. A13.
WHAT'S IN A NAME?
by Bruce Strauch (Retired, The Citadel)
Authors of controversial tracts have often chosen invisibility. Tom Paine hid his authorship of "Common Sense." Madison, Hamilton and Jay used a joint pseudonym of Publius for The Federalist Papers.
And then there was the respectability problem for women. Mary Anne Evans wrote Middlemarch and others as George Eliot. Jane Austen's Sense and Sensibility was signed "By a Lady." Charlotte Brontë published Jane Eyre as Currer Bell while her sister Emily wrote Wuthering Heights as Ellis Bell.
And even Joanne Rowling was advised to become J.K. Rowling to not put off boy readers.
See -Amanda Foreman, "Historically Speaking: Jane Austen Without Her Name," The Wall Street Journal, July 29-30, 2017, p. C12.
LET'S READ ABOUT NOTORIOUS CRIMINALS
